4th Grade Curriculum Overview
RELIGION – Our religion series, Faith and Life: Jesus Our Guide, will emphasize a scriptural basis of our Faith in accord with Sacred Tradition.  Students will receive a simple introduction to Bible stories and teachings of the Faith. Stories from both the Old and New Testament will be discussed in connection to our Catholic faith and teachings of the Catechism of the Catholic Church.  One major focus in the first half of the year will be looking at each of the 10 Commandments in depth.
MATH – This will be a continuation of the 3rd grade math series.  Topics will focus on the major strands of math including:  number sense, computation, algebra and functions, geometry, measurement, data analysis and probability, and problem solving. We will continue to review multiplication and division facts, and work on more complex skills such as long division, 2 by 2 multiplication, introducing decimals, and adding and subtracting fractions with unlike denominators.
READING – Students will work to improve their vocabulary through the study of root words, compound words, prefixes, suffixes, synonyms, antonyms, multiple-meaning words, figurative language, and using context clues.   
Students will also work on the following comprehension skills both in isolation, as well as through our novel studies and StoryWorks Magazine articles:
*making predictions  


*sequencing events

*recognizing cause and effect

*compare and contrast 
*summarize 




*making inferences

*drawing conclusions


*main idea and supporting details

*distinguishing fact and opinion    
*problem/solution 
*analyzing story elements


*describing author’s point of view

LANGUAGE ARTS/VOCABULARY/SPELLING – See Mrs. Sharr’s Handout
SCIENCE/SOCIAL STUDIES – See Ms. Knott’s Handout
*Other Notes*

Grading –  Grades will be weighted as follows:

Reading – Tests/Projects 30%, Class work 25%, Homework 20%, Quizzes 15%, Participation 10%

Math – Tests/Projects 35%, Class work 25%, Homework 25%, Participation/Quizzes 15% 

Religion – Tests/Projects 30%, Class work 20%, Quizzes 25%, Participation/Journals 25%
***Each quarter students are expected to read and take 2 accelerated reader tests in the library. They will each count as a test grade in reading for that quarter.  Thus, students’ participation in the accelerated reader program is very important. If students read and take more than 2 tests during the quarter, I will use the top 2 scores from all the AR tests they have taken that quarter. So this gives students an opportunity to make up for a low score.  One of these books can be the same book the students are reading for their book report each quarter.
Book Reports – Students will be responsible for reading a book from a specific genre and completing a book report (various types) once each quarter.  This will count as a test/project grade in reading.  The students will receive special instructions for the specific book reports each quarter (Please see the “Quarterly Book Report” section of the back to school handout for more information).
Daily Schedule – Because of the scheduling of specials and Mass on Tuesdays we will not have our daily subjects at the same exact time every day, but they will usually be in the same order each day as follows:

· Morning Prayer in the Gym

· Unpack/Morning Routine
· Math
· Reading

· Language Arts with Mrs. Sharr
· Lunch/Recess

· Social Studies/Science with Ms. Knott
· Religion
· Pack Up/Dismissal

Lunch for 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade will be from 11:30 to 11:55AM, and recess following from 11:55 to 12:25PM.
Homework – Students will have homework on a daily basis, and it is expected to be completed and turned in on time.  Any work turned in late will be accepted, but will result in a lowered homework grade.  Remember this is 20% of the student’s grade in reading and 25% in math.  Homework is very important for practicing and reinforcing skills covered in school.
A Few More Odds and Ends About 4th Grade…

· We will have snack every morning, so students are allowed to bring in something healthy to hold them over until lunch. Please avoid chocolate, donuts, chips, or anything liquid like yogurts or fruit cups. Crackers, pretzels, fruit, and granola bars are some great options.
***Because of allergies, we are asking to please refrain from sending in a snack including peanuts/peanut butter.  Students may still have it for lunch as we will have a peanut free table, but not during snack.

· We will be collaborating with kindergarten to form reading buddies.  The 4th grade students will be assigned one or two kindergarten students to work with approximately once a month on special projects.

